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Dear Students, Parents and Carers

It is with a tinge of sadness that I write the last ever introduction to @oakwood. The school magazine has served us well. 
It is a wonderful archive of the great things this school has achieved over a long period of time. When I first became the 
Headteacher of the school I spent some time looking over old editions which are available on the website and really taking in 
what it is that has made this school great over a long period of time. 

However, the world moves on. We are truly in the digital age and the survey with parents and carers completed earlier in 
the academic year suggested a preference for shorter bursts of information accessible on line and through an interactive 
newspaper. @Oakwood takes a significant period of time to put together and reels, podcasts and blogs are all likely to serve 
the school better in the coming years. 

I would like to offer my thanks to Mr Solly, Mr Peacock and Mrs Goodhew who have pulled together the publication for a 
number of years. It has always been crafted with patience, care for the school and a commitment to showcasing all that is 
wonderful about OPGS. 

For a final time, as part of @Oakwood, 
Strive and Serve 

Mrs S Craig
Headteacher 



Strive 2026 Exhibition
 at Maidstone Museum.

Art work created by year 11,12 and 13 
is on display at Maidstone Museum. 
The Art work is part of the Strive 
2026 Exhibition celebrating the hard 
work and creativity of Oakwood Park 
Grammar School art students. 

Oakwood Park Grammar School’s motto is to 
Strive and Serve. The Strive 2026 Art Exhibition 
celebrates the work of art students in year 11, 12 
and 13 studying Art and Graphics.

is running form the 26th June to 6th October 2026. 
The museum is open Wednesday – Saturday 10am-
4pm during term time, and Monday – Saturday 
10am-4pm during school holidays 

Work can be found in two locations in the museum 
on the first floor. Entrance is free to the areas of the 
Museum that are exhibiting the work.

Thank you for celebrating their achievements with 
us and we hope you enjoy the exhibition.

The work produced explores a range of diverse 
themes personal to the students that they explored 
during their GCSE and A Level studies. The students’ 
outcomes are in a range of materials that they 
have mastered over their course of study. These 
include drawing, painting, digital explorations, 
printmaking and collage. The exhibition showcases 
students hard work, creativity and how they strive 
for excellence every day. 

Please go and explore the amazing work at 
Maidstone Museum on Faith Street, the exhibition 



CERN Trip 2026
This year’s physics trip to Geneva 
was an experience impactful in both 
science and culture through combining 
fascinating scientific discoveries with 
the opportunity to explore one of 
Europe’s most beautiful cities.
 
Upon our arrival on Monday, we first set out to drop our 
luggage off at the City Hostel – which was pleasantly 
hospitable, and then we had an opportunity to explore 
the city of Geneva at our own leisure. The elegant 
architecture and authentic food culture immediately 
stood out. Our evening in the streets of the city was 
concluded with a boat tour around Lake Geneva, 
where the crystalline waters and towering mountains 
enhanced the already considerable charm of the city.
 
On Tuesday morning we were presented with 
the absolute privilege to explore CERN. Its public 
exhibitions provided an interactive opportunity 
beyond the simply academic whilst maintaining an 
intriguing and informative prescence that delivers 
an immersive introduction to the groundbreaking 

research taking place there. This experience was 
then succeeded by talks and tours of the CERN 
Data Centre and the Antimatter Factory. Where I 
was particularly interested by the deceleration of 
antiprotons through the use of magnets and beam 
cooling, not to mention the sheer computational power 
which is invested in maintaining such advanced and 
numerous data outputs. In the evening, we dined 
at the restaurant Casa Nostra where we enjoyed a 
range of traditional Italian dishes while watching the 
Swiss game (Allez le Suisse!!!).
 
On our final morning, we visited the United Nations 
embassy and the symbolic broken chair monument 
where we used the opportunity to take numerous 
photos of the edifice. We then took a scenic route 
enjoying colourful gardens and impressive landmarks 
along the lake’s edge before visiting the Musée 
d’histoire des sciences de la Ville de Genève. We 
then had one final opportunity to view the city and 
explore the numerous shops and restaurants before 
concluding our time in Geneva.
 
Overall, the experience was frankly unforgettable. 
The cohesion between the Swiss architecture and 
natural landscapes provided an excellent opportunity 



to enjoy the city’s culture while our time in CERN 
sparked our interest in physics even further.



Year 8
Science Fair 

The Science Department hosted 
another hugely successful Year 8 
Science Fair, one of the highlights of 
the school year. 

Forty-nine teams presented their own scientific 
investigations to judges, staff and fellow students, 
with the standard of work being exceptionally high. 

Alongside the investigations, visitors enjoyed a wide 
range of interactive activities including the reaction 
time challenge, treasure hunt, mystery boxes, and 
hologram making. Our live demonstrations proved 
as popular as ever, with special thanks to Mrs 
Love for Elephant’s Toothpaste, Mr Lindsay for his 
dry ice demonstrations, Dr Carlile for the iodine 
clock reaction and Mr Hoskins for his projectile 
demonstrations.

Congratulations to Luke Robertson and Mandinu 
Ranasinghe, whose science-themed cakes won this 
year’s cake competition. Thanks to the generosity 
of students, staff and families, the cake sale raised 
over £145 for Just One Tree, helping to fund the 
planting of more than 145 trees to support global 
reforestation projects.

A huge thank you goes to our science technicians, 
sixth form volunteers and all members of staff 
who helped organise and run another memorable 
fortnight of enrichment. The enthusiasm shown by 
our students continues to make opportunities such 
as these a pleasure to organise, and we look forward 
to sharing more successes in our next edition.



Careers 
in Museums

On Thursday 4th June my history 
class and I attended a lecture at 
Maidstone Museum all about ‘Careers 
in Museums’. 

It provided a lot of valuable information about 
the different kinds of roles and careers there are 
working in museums as well as opportunities to 
take and create your own career in museums. After 
observing a meeting of the board of the Maidstone 
Museum Friends, we found out that careers in 
museums massively vary from locking up and 
greeting visitors to curators, as well as roles in 
education. However, this varies depending on the 
museum as local ones will have fewer staff whilst 
national museums, such as the British Museum or 
the Natural History Museum, have over a hundred.

There are multiple methods to entering a career in 
museums. You can go to university with museum 
careers linking to multiple subjects, such as History, 
Geography, and English. You can also become 
an apprentice in a museum. However, there are 
other, less common methods for finding a career 
in museums, such as volunteering or joining in with 
museum events, such as lectures. The importance 
of using tools such as LinkedIn was also spoken 

about as it helps with networking which can be vital 
in having a career working in and around museums. 
Overall, careers in museums are much broader than 
people would think and there is a lot people can do 
to have their own career in a museum. 



Prefect Training 
& Bowling Trip

On the 21st May, the senior prefect 
and head student team took part in 
a training programme, organised by 
the Sixth Form Team called the Peer 
Education Project (PEP). 

This project was centred around becoming more 
knowledgeable around how you can maintain and 
build a more positive mental health and support a 
thriving mental and physical wellbeing. The ultimate 
goal of these sessions was to be able to work in pairs 
and deliver them to Year 7 forms as role models in 
the school. As part of the training, each pair took 
it in turns to deliver a mock session to the team 
making sure to be interactive and professional and 
this allowed them to receive structured feedback 
from the students and members of staff. 

As a reward, that afternoon the team regrouped at 
Hollywood Bowl and enjoyed a game of bowling. 
This exercise in team bonding allowed for us to get 

to know each other better. It was then rounded off 
with a meal of burgers and hotdogs from the café. 
You can tell it was enjoyed as nothing was left to 
spare. Overall, an enjoyable and rewarding day for 
a team that strives to give back to their schooling 
community. 



Celebrating 
Chemistry Success! 

We are incredibly proud of our 
students, with 13 achieving awards in 
the prestigious Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge! 

This nationally recognised competition stretches 
students well beyond the A-level syllabus, rewarding 
exceptional problem-solving, scientific thinking and 
resilience.

 2025-26 Cricket Season
The Year 7 cricket team has enjoyed 
a hugely positive first season together, 
with results that perhaps don’t fully 
reflect the progress and potential shown 
by the squad. As a newly formed team, 
the boys have developed considerably 
over the course of the season, gaining 
valuable match experience that will 
undoubtedly benefit them in future 
years.

The season began with a heartbreaking defeat 
against Maidstone Grammar School in the team’s 
very first fixture together, losing by the narrowest of 
margins. Despite the result, the boys demonstrated 
great character and immediately showed they could 
compete with strong opposition. Their highlight of 
the season came with an excellent 10-wicket victory 
over Gravesend Grammar School, where the team 
produced an outstanding all-round performance with 
both bat and ball.

Another memorable performance came in the County 
Cup against Norton Knatchbull Grammar School. 
With poor weather forcing the game indoors, the boys 
adapted superbly to unfamiliar conditions and were 
desperately unfortunate to lose by the narrowest 
of margins once again. It was a performance full of 
determination, resilience and teamwork, and one 

they can all be immensely proud of.

Several players made significant contributions 
throughout the season. Stanley Mitchell was a 
standout performer with both bat and ball, proving to 
be an incredibly valuable member of the team whose 
consistency and all-round ability were vital in every 
fixture. Noam Rothschild impressed throughout the 
season with his accurate and disciplined bowling, 
regularly creating pressure on opposition batsmen 
and taking important wickets. James Dudgeon-
Smith made valuable contributions with the bat and 
was particularly impressive with his superb spin 
bowling, developing into one of the team’s most 
effective attacking bowlers. The team was captained 
excellently by James Ennis, who led with enthusiasm 
and composure. His leadership both on and off the 
field helped create a positive team environment and 
set high standards for his teammates.

While the season included a number of narrow 
defeats, the boys have learned a tremendous amount 
about the game and have developed both individually 
and collectively as a team. The experience gained 
this year will provide an excellent foundation for next 
season, and with several exciting new additions 
already impressing at cricket club, the future looks 
extremely bright for this talented young squad.



The Oakwood Park Grammar School 
Year 8 cricket team have enjoyed 
another highly successful season, 
building on last year’s impressive run 
to the semi-finals of the U12 Kent Plate 
and once again demonstrating the 
tremendous talent, resilience and team 
spirit that exists within this group.

The squad began the season determined to go one 
step further than their 2025 campaign and quickly 
laid down a marker in their opening fixture against 
local rivals Maidstone Grammar School in the newly 
introduced West Kent 100 Ball competition. Having 
suffered defeat to MGS in last year’s Kent Plate 
semi-final, the boys were eager to make amends 
and produced an excellent all-round performance 
to secure a comprehensive victory. Chasing their 
target with maturity and composure, a series of well-
constructed batting partnerships ensured OPGS 
began the season in impressive fashion.

Confidence within the squad continued to grow as the 
team opened their U13 Kent Cup campaign against 
a strong Dover Grammar School side. Another 
outstanding team display saw OPGS progress 
comfortably and set up a third-round tie against 
Wilmington Grammar School for Boys (WGSB).

Prior to that fixture, the boys maintained their 
unbeaten start to the season with a second victory 
in the West Kent 100 Ball competition, defeating 
Gravesend Grammar School and further boosting 
confidence ahead of the Kent Cup encounter.

The match against WGSB proved to be one of 
the standout moments of the season and a truly 
historic occasion for team captain Hamish Ran 
Patabedige. Opening the batting, Hamish produced 
an extraordinary innings, scoring a magnificent 109 
not out to become the first Year 8 player in recent 
memory to score a century for OPGS. His remarkable 
innings propelled the team to an imposing total of 
175 from their 20 overs. Hamish was ably supported 
by Simon Townsend, whose batting has gone from 
strength to strength throughout the season and who 
again made a valuable contribution.

Despite a spirited response from the WGSB opening 
batsmen, the OPGS bowlers and fielders remained 
disciplined, restricting their opponents to 134-7 from 
their 20 overs and securing an excellent victory to 
progress to the quarter-finals of the Kent Cup.
The quarter-final saw the boys travel to Simon Langton 
Grammar School in challenging hot conditions. 
Bowling first, Ed Baker, Hamish Ran Patabedige 
and Zac Wilson were the standout performers, 
taking regular wickets and keeping pressure on the 

opposition throughout the innings. Unfortunately, 
several dropped catches allowed Simon Langton to 
post a competitive total of 152 from their 20 overs.

In reply, OPGS battled bravely and, despite a 
determined effort from the middle order, eventually 
fell 18 runs short of victory and a place in the semi-
finals. Although disappointment was understandably 
felt at the final whistle, special recognition must go to 
Simon Townsend, who showed tremendous courage 
and determination in surviving an intimidating opening 
spell from the Simon Langton fast bowlers before 
anchoring the OPGS innings with great maturity.

Following their Kent Cup exit, the boys quickly 
refocused their attention on winning the inaugural 
West Kent 100 Ball competition. Having already 
defeated Maidstone Grammar School and 
Gravesend Grammar School, their final group fixture 
came against a strong Sir Joseph Williamson’s 
Mathematical School side packed with talented club 
and district players.

Batting first, Hamish Ran Patabedige and Edward 
Baker gave OPGS the perfect start, racing to 33-0 
from just four overs. The loss of both openers led 
to a brief collapse, but Costa Adrianovs and Bertie 
Hayward displayed excellent composure to rebuild 
the innings and guide OPGS to a total of 92 from 
their 100 balls.

Knowing that a strong bowling and fielding display 
would be required, OPGS made an excellent start 
with the ball, reducing SJWMS to 18-1 from four overs. 
Unfortunately, persistent rain brought proceedings 
to an early end, with no further play possible. The 
fixture will now be rearranged later this half term.

We wish the boys the very best of luck for their 
final fixture and hope they can conclude what has 
already been a hugely successful season by lifting 
silverware. Whatever the outcome, the Year 8 squad 
should be immensely proud of their achievements 
and the way they have represented Oakwood Park 
Grammar School throughout the season.



While the results perhaps don’t fully 
reflect the quality and potential of 
this Year 9 side, the season has 
been one of significant development, 
both individually and collectively 
as a team. The boys have shown 
excellent commitment, improved their 
understanding of the game and have 
grown in confidence with every fixture.

The season ended in heartbreaking fashion 
in the County Cup against Rainham Mark 
Grammar School. Batting first, Oakwood posted 
an excellent 153-3, setting a challenging target 
through disciplined batting. The boys had 
Rainham Mark on the ropes at 9 down but 
couldn’t deliver the decisive blow and left the 
opposition needing four runs from the final ball 
to win. Unfortunately, they managed to find the 
boundary, leaving Oakwood on the wrong side of 
what was an incredible contest. While agonising 
at the time, the match demonstrated just how 
competitive this team has become and how 
close they are to competing with the very best 
schools in the county.

Throughout the season there have been many 
standout individual performances. Ollie Patton 
has led the team superbly as captain, setting the 
standard with both bat and ball. His leadership, 
composure and consistency have been 
outstanding, and he has been a tremendous role 
model for the squad.

Freddie Brinn has been one of the team’s 
most reliable performers, making valuable 
contributions with both bat and ball throughout 
the season. His consistency and calmness 
under pressure have been a real asset. Freddie 
Salter has developed into an excellent all-round 
cricketer, making important contributions in 

all facets of the game and continually putting 
the team first. George Hillier has impressed 
with his disciplined bowling and exceptional 
fielding, regularly creating pressure through his 
athleticism and commitment in the field. At the 
top of the order, Percy Humphries has provided 
the team with a dependable opening presence, 
giving Oakwood solid starts and laying strong 
foundations for the middle order. Special mention 
should also go to Harrison Smith, who took 
on the wicketkeeping gloves for the first time 
this season. Harrison embraced the challenge 
superbly, improving with every match while also 
making valuable contributions with the bat. If he 
can bring some of his infamous classroom ‘chat’ 
to behind the stumps next season, I’m sure he’ll 
keep plenty of batsmen on their toes!

Looking ahead, this is a group with enormous 
potential. The skill level across the squad has 
improved considerably and the boys have 
developed a much better understanding of how 
to manage different situations within a game. 
The boys have all the technical ability required 
to compete at a high level. Their next challenge 
is to become more clinical when opportunities 
arise and to finish games from winning positions. 
Once they master this, I have no doubt they will 
enjoy plenty of success.

The future is certainly bright for this talented 
Year 9 squad, and I look forward to seeing 
their continued development over the coming 
seasons.



The Oakwood Park Grammar 
School 1st XI cricket team began the 
2026 season full of confidence and 
determination as they looked to retain 
their U18 Kent Cricket League title and 
make further progress in the U18 Kent 
Cup competition. This year’s squad 
has drawn upon a talented pool of 
players from Years 8 to 13, who have 
gelled superbly under the leadership of 
outgoing captain Ryan Ward and new 
captain Oliver Thorneycroft. The blend 
of experience and youth has been a 
hallmark of the team’s success so far 
this season.

The campaign began with a challenging away fixture 
against The Judd School in the opening round of 
the U18 Kent Cup. Batting first on a difficult surface, 
openers Josh Rogers and Finn Holmes provided a 
steady platform, capitalising on any loose deliveries 
to reach 34 before the first wicket fell. A superb 
innings from Ryan Ward, who struck 47 runs from 
just 37 deliveries, helped OPGS post a competitive 
total of 115 for 5 from their 20 overs. Knowing the 
conditions would favour the bowlers, OPGS made 
a sensational start with the ball, reducing Judd to 
24 for 4 and putting themselves firmly back in the 
contest. However, impressive innings of 60 and 
38 not out from the Judd opening and number six 
batsmen ultimately guided the hosts to victory in 
17.3 overs.
Despite the disappointment of an early cup exit, the 
squad quickly turned their attention to defending 
the U18 Kent Cricket League title they won in 2025.

Their first league fixture saw Gravesend Grammar 
School visit OPGS, with the home side fielding an 
exceptionally strong team before GCSE and A Level 
examinations began. Bowling first, Max Patton and 
Tom Campbell set the tone with a controlled and 
accurate opening spell that exposed an overly 
aggressive Gravesend top order keen to take 
advantage of the Powerplay. Wickets continued to 
tumble and Gravesend were eventually dismissed 
for just 63 in 12 overs. In reply, Josh Rogers and 
Finn Holmes continued their impressive partnership 
at the top of the order, racing to 46 in only five overs 
before the first wicket fell. Holmes then calmly 
completed the chase in just seven overs, finishing 
unbeaten on 17 and securing a comprehensive 
opening league victory.

The team’s second league fixture involved a 
lengthy trip to Ramsgate to face Chatham and 
Clarendon Grammar School. Having won the toss, 
captain Oliver Thorneycroft elected to bat first on 
the astroturf wicket. A new opening partnership of 

Josh Rogers and Angus Kenny, fresh from a run-
scoring spell for Bearsted Cricket Club, laid the 
perfect foundation. The pair accumulated 91 runs 
before Kenny departed for an excellent 38. Further 
attacking contributions from Oliver Thorneycroft 
(40 not out from 20 balls), Alfie Pearson (25) and 
Harrison Fryer (14 from just six deliveries) propelled 
OPGS to an imposing total of 184 for 3 from their 20 
overs. Keen to complete the job quickly and begin 
the journey back along the M2, the OPGS bowlers 
produced another outstanding display. James Gray 
was the standout performer, claiming exceptional 
figures of 4 wickets for just 5 runs from his four 
overs. Max Patton, Hamish Ran Patabedige, Oliver 
Patton and Jake Miller each chipped in with a wicket 
as Chatham and Clarendon were restricted to 73 
for 8, ensuring a second successive league victory.

The most recent, and penultimate, league fixture 
saw Skinners’ School travel to OPGS on a warm 
afternoon. After losing the toss, OPGS were asked 
to field first. Returning from his GCSE examinations, 
Tom Campbell immediately made his presence felt 
with a hostile opening spell that restricted scoring 
opportunities and built significant pressure. Max 
Patton was equally impressive, producing another 
accurate display of inswing bowling to dismiss one 
of the Skinners openers. The spin partnership of 
Oliver Thorneycroft and Alfie Pearson then took 
control of the innings, each claiming two wickets and 
bringing the opposition scoring rate to a standstill. 



Their efforts helped bowl Skinners out for just 57 
in 15.3 overs. Full of confidence following previous 
performances, Josh Rogers and Angus Kenny 
required little time to complete the chase, reaching 
the target in only 6.5 overs and maintaining OPGS’ 
unbeaten league record.

Attention now turns to the final league fixture against 
Langley Park School for Boys on Wednesday 8th 
July. Victory would see OPGS successfully retain 
the title they won in dominant fashion against 
Maidstone Grammar School in the 2025 final.

Before the conclusion of the season, however, 
the squad took part in a landmark occasion in the 
school’s cricketing and sporting history, playing our 
inaugural fixture against the prestigious Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC). The event comprised two T20 
matches, hosted at The Mote Cricket Club, and 
marked the beginning of what we hope will become 
a long-standing annual fixture.

All students who had represented the 1st XI during 
the season featured across two strong OPGS teams. 
In the opening match, captain Oliver Thorneycroft 
won the toss and elected to bat first under glorious 
sunshine and ever-rising temperatures. Josh 
Rogers (Year 10) and Finn Holmes (Year 13) made 

a composed start, negotiating the opening overs 
before Finn was dismissed following an excellent 
catch at mid-on. Angus Kenny (Year 12) then joined 
Josh at the crease, with the pair contributing 15 and 
16 runs respectively, before Harrison Fryer played 
an outstanding innings (42 runs) to guide OPGS to 
a competitive total of 98 from their 20 overs.

Defending a modest target required disciplined 
bowling and early wickets against a strong MCC 
batting line-up. OPGS made the perfect start, with 
Alfie Pearson leading the attack superbly, claiming 3 
wickets from his 4 overs through accurate and skilful 
off-spin bowling. Despite the early breakthroughs, 
the MCC’s experienced middle and lower order 
remained composed, eventually reaching their 
target of 99 with nine balls to spare. A special 
mention must also go to captain Oliver Thorneycroft 
(Year 12), who produced a spectacular Ben Stokes-
esque one-handed reflex catch at short cover from 
the bowling of James Gray.

Following lunch, Harvey Lowe captained the second 
OPGS side. After losing the toss, OPGS were asked 
to field first in increasingly challenging conditions. 
The bowling attack showed great discipline and 
accuracy, reducing the MCC to 32-3 after just five 
overs. The visitors responded with an excellent 70-



run partnership through the middle overs to post 
a challenging total of 139. Harvey Lowe was the 
standout performer with the ball, taking four wickets, 
while Year 8 student Hamish Ran Patabedige once 
again demonstrated his exceptional fielding ability 
with a stunning catch at extra cover.

Chasing 140 for victory, Josh Rogers and Tom 
Campbell opened the batting for OPGS. Despite 
some excellent stroke play, the MCC’s intelligent 
field placements made boundaries difficult to find, 
causing the required run rate to steadily increase. 
OPGS ultimately finished on 85-6 from their 20 
overs, with Josh Rogers producing another excellent 
innings, remaining unbeaten on 40 and carrying his 
bat throughout the innings.

Although the results did not fall in OPGS’s favour, 
the day was an overwhelming success. The boys 
thoroughly enjoyed not only the cricket itself but the 
entire experience of representing the school in such 
a prestigious fixture. It was a memorable occasion 
that will undoubtedly remain a highlight of their 
school cricketing careers.

Particular thanks must go to all of the MCC players 
for the friendly, welcoming and positive manner 

in which they approached the day. They were 
outstanding ambassadors for the Club, and the 
spirit in which the matches were played epitomised 
the values of cricket. We are extremely grateful 
to everyone at the MCC for helping to establish 
this fixture and look forward to building what we 
hope will become a long-standing annual tradition 
between Oakwood Park Grammar School and the 
Marylebone Cricket Club.

The occasion also provided an opportunity to 
celebrate and thank the outgoing Year 13 players 
(Finn Holmes, Will Aldrich, Ryan Ward, Harvey 
Lowe, Woody Hall and Oscar Miles) for their 
outstanding contribution to OPGS cricket over the 
past seven years. This talented group has played a 
central role in one of the most successful periods in 
the school’s cricketing history, reaching three Kent 
finals and lifting both the U13 Kent Plate and the 
U18 Kent Cricket League titles. Their commitment, 
leadership and dedication have set an outstanding 
example for future generations of OPGS cricketers, 
and they leave behind a legacy of which they should 
be immensely proud.



Election Fair
The Year 12 candidates participated 
in a hustings event and Q&A session 
alongside Borough Councillors Harper 
and Thompson ahead of their elections. 
On Monday 13th July, students 
were able to vote for their favourite 
candidates in the most recent election 
of youth council members.

Voting for Sixth Form, who are competing for a place 
on the Maidstone Borough Council Youth Scrutiny 
Board, took place with fierce competition between 
the candidates. Year 8-12 will be able to vote on 
Tuesday at break and lunch times, with a mop up 
on Wednesday.  Voting will be in the Sixth Form 
Centre and LRC.  

The Maidstone Borough Council Youth Scrutiny 
Board was established to encourage active 
engagement and participation of young people in 
local government activities. It empowers youth 
to determine their own topics of investigation, 
distinguishing it from a traditional advisory board. It 
gives young people real power to discuss the issues 
affecting them today, as members choose the issues 
they want to investigate, they can set the agenda. 
The Board convenes four times a year at the Town 
Hall and is supported by the Democratic Services 
Team, with a clear aim to integrate young people’s 
perspectives into the Council’s decision-making 
and scrutiny functions. This means our students 
have the opportunity to make a difference; since the 
Council has adopted the youth participatory model, 
they have engaged with 11 secondary schools 
across the borough to facilitate these elections and 
provide a youth voice in policy matters. 

News just in!
Ben Harwood was elected to represent OPGS at 
Maidstone Borough Council. Congratulations to 
Ben



England Schools
Honours for Year 11 
Golfer Luke Antoun

Oakwood Park Grammar School is 
delighted to celebrate the remarkable 
achievements of Year 11 student 
Luke Antoun, who has enjoyed an 
exceptional 2026 schools golf season
.
Competing against some of the country’s finest 
young golfers, Luke progressed through each 
stage of the highly competitive schools’ golf 

Club on 30th and 31st August.

Representing your country is a tremendous 
achievement and recognition of the dedication, 
hard work and commitment Luke has shown to 
his sport over many years. Everyone at Oakwood 
Park Grammar School is immensely proud of 
Luke’s achievements and wishes him every 
success when he pulls on the England shirt later 
this summer.pathway, producing a 

series of outstanding 
performances at county, 
regional and national level.

Luke began his campaign 
at the Kent Schools 
Championships at Prince’s 
Golf Club, where he 
finished an impressive 
10th against a strong 
county field. He then 
progressed to the Regional 
Schools Championships 
at Cuddington Golf Club, 
producing an excellent 
display to secure a superb 
2nd-place finish and qualify 
for the national finals.

At the prestigious National 
Schools Championships 
held at Kedleston Park 
Golf Club, Luke once again 
demonstrated his quality 
and composure, finishing 
5th in the country against 
an exceptionally talented 
field of golfers from across 
England.

As a result of these 
outstanding performances, 
Luke has earned the 
honour of being selected 
to represent the England 
Schools Golf Team in their 
annual fixture against 
Wales at Wilmslow Golf 



UK Higher Education & 
Apprenticeship Fair

Recently, I attended the University 
of Kent UCAS Fair along with all 
Year 12 students. The event brought 
together representatives from a wide 
range of universities, apprenticeships, 
and employers, giving students the 
opportunity to explore different post-18 
pathways. Throughout the day, we were 
able to visit exhibition stands, collect 
information about courses, and speak 
directly with staff and current students 
about university life and future career 
options.

One of the most useful aspects of the fair was 
learning more about the range of pathways available 
after sixth form. While university remains a very 
strong option for me, I was particularly interested 
in degree apprenticeships because they offer the 
opportunity to gain valuable workplace experience 
while studying towards a degree. Speaking with 
both university and apprenticeship representatives 
helped me understand both the benefits and 

drawbacks of each route and highlighted to me the 
importance of researching opportunities carefully. 
The experience reinforced my view that a degree 
apprenticeship is currently my preferred pathway, 
while also showing me that traditional university 
study remains an excellent option that I would 
seriously consider.

Overall, the visit was both informative and inspiring. 
It gave me a clearer understanding of the choices 
available after school and helped me start thinking 
more seriously about my future plans. 



History Club
Learning together: What was the 

significance of the First World War?
Miss Aldous says: Our fantastic 
A-Level History Prefects Tilly, Ben and 
Will, led lunchtime sessions for Year 7 
and Year 8 historians about the First 
World War. 

The prefects used their research skills to engage 
the younger students with topics including the 
tragedy of the Battle of the Somme and the reasons 
for the enormous death toll. Students are always 
interested in the First World War and engaged 
so well with the sessions, asking questions and 
really listening to what the prefects had prepared. 
It’s fantastic to see older students giving up their 
time to prepare and deliver sessions like this and 
to see the oldest and youngest sharing an interest 
in History. 



The Results are in!
What a fantastic year of House 
competition it has been! Throughout 
the year, students have embraced 
a wide range of challenges, 
demonstrating enthusiasm, teamwork 
and determination in representing 
their Houses.
 
Our monthly House competitions saw a great level 
of participation, with students consistently getting 
involved across a variety of events. Congratulations 
to Wilberforce, who led the way with an impressive 
6 monthly competition victories. Broughton 
secured three wins, while Hazlitt and Sadler each 
celebrated one victory.  A huge shout out must be 
given to Jude H (Wilberforce Year 8) and Sanjeev 
V (Hazlitt) who have entered every single monthly 
challenge, a great testament to their commitment 
to the house system.  

Enrichment Day competitions provided another 
opportunity for students to showcase their talents. 
Events included House Sports, House Science and 
a range of other exciting challenges. The victories 
were shared across the Houses, with Broughton 
and Fisher each recording three wins, while Sadler 
and Wilberforce each claimed one success.
 
Our weekly House form quizzes, organised by the 

Year 11 House Captains, also generated fantastic 
engagement. Congratulations to Fisher for winning 
the Year 7 competition, Hazlitt for taking the Year 
8 title, and Broughton for finishing top in Year 9.
Many departments also organised their own House 



competitions, adding even more opportunities 
for students to contribute to their House totals. 
A great example was the English Department’s 
thought-provoking challenge on “How to Eradicate 
Inequality in Elizabethan England”, which 
encouraged students to think creatively and 
critically while earning valuable House points.
The year’s final whole-school competition was 
the ever-popular Sports Day, involving students 
from Years 7 to 12 and even featuring a much-
anticipated staff race. It was a fantastic celebration 
of participation, teamwork and House spirit, with 
Sadler emerging as the Sports Day champions.

The introduction of a Staff and Student house 
challenge was well received.  Staff and students 
working together to complete a range of challenges 
using pentominoes.  It’s a great opportunity to see 
members across the house community participating 
and working as a team. Fisher won the first 
challenge, with Broughton closely following them.

  
Throughout the year, House points were carefully 
collated after every competition, and the standings 
remained incredibly close. Going into the final two 
weeks of the school year, every House was still in 
contention for the overall title—a testament to the 

commitment and consistency shown by all of our 
students.

Beyond the competitions themselves, we have also 
celebrated exceptional individual achievement. 
This year, over 100,000 achievement points were 
awarded across the school. Three students earned 
more than 400 achievement points Xavier W (Yr 7), 
Kiran J (Yr 9) and Oliwier Stefanski (Yr 8). Over 
35 students achieved 300+ points, and a further 
150 students surpassed 200 points. These figures 
reflect the outstanding effort, positive attitudes and 
commitment displayed by our students every day.

Finally, congratulations to our 2025–2026 House 
Champions: Broughton!  With 2nd Place going to 
Hazlitt, 3rd Place: Fisher, 4th Place Wilberforce and 
in 5th Sadler. 

A huge thank you goes to every student, member of 
staff and department who has contributed to making 
this year’s House programme such a success. 
The enthusiasm, sportsmanship and pride shown 
throughout the year have been outstanding, and 
we look forward to another exciting year of House 
competition ahead.



A Cool Surprise for Our 
School Community!

With temperatures soaring during the 
UK’s latest heatwave—and the South 
East under official weather warnings—
our school found the perfect way to 
help everyone stay cool. 

Wednesday 24th June marked the UK’s hottest 
June day on record, with provisional temperatures 
of 36C, beating the previous high of 35.6C set in 
1957 and equalled in the infamous 1976 heatwave.

So, on what was the hottest, record-breaking day 
of the year to date in the UK, an ice cream van 
visited the school, treating both students and staff 
to a refreshing free ice cream. The surprise was 
a welcome boost, bringing plenty of smiles and 
offering a chance for everyone to cool down in the 
exceptional heat.

To help keep students comfortable throughout the 

day, everyone came to school wearing their PE 
kits instead of their usual uniform. This, along with 
regular water breaks and access to shaded areas, 
helped everyone manage the high temperatures 
safely.

The ice cream van was a fantastic addition to the 
day and a thoughtful gesture by our Headteacher 
that was greatly appreciated by the whole school 
community. It was a memorable way to round off a 
challenging day of extreme weather and one that 
students and staff are sure to remember for years 
to come.



Inclusion and Diversity 
Week 2026

Miss Woollett and Student Voice 
have been working collaboratively 
for the last six months to plan OPGS’ 
Inclusion and Diversity Week. Equality, 
diversity and inclusion are key values 
at the heart of our school community, 
and we wanted to shine a light on the 
diverse group of students and staff at 
this school. The students planned a 
series of activities in June to celebrate 
all within our school community:

Inclusion and Diversity Fair – 
Students and staff from different cultures, countries 
and religious backgrounds created stalls to 
celebrate their identity and to share it with others. 
Many students learnt new things about their peers 
and teachers and were given the opportunity to 
ask questions about their lives. 

Among the stalls, the following were celebrated:

•	 France
•	 Turkey 
•	 India 
•	 SAGA (Our 6th Form LGBTQ+ Group) 
•	 Irish Heritage 
•	 Creative Writing
 
Students were able to walk around and learn 
together, with lovely music playing in the 
background to get everyone excited and dancing.

Cultural Games:

Within the I&D Fair, students were able to play 
different games from countries around the world. 
These included:
•	 Gonggi from Korea 
•	 Carrom from India 
•	 Nine Men’s Morris from Egypt 
•	 Cornhole from The United States 



Door Decorating Competition:

Each Y7, Y8 & Y9 form group were assigned a 
country, and they had one week to decorate their 
form door to celebrate that country’s culture. 
Each door could have: 

•	 Religious symbols
•	 Languages they speak 
•	 Flags
•	 National foods etc.

Winners:

7P (China)
8T (Uganda)
9S (France) 
8S (Kenya – Runners Up) 



Year 9 Students Impress 
at Regional English 

Symposium
Two of our Year 9 students, Josh 
Russell and Noah Teodorescu, 
recently represented Oakwood Park 
Grammar School at the West Kent 
English Symposium, hosted by The 
Weald Grammar School.

Competing in one of three regional rounds, Josh 
and Noah joined students from grammar schools 
across Maidstone, Dartford and Tonbridge for an 
afternoon celebrating the art of public speaking. 
Standing in front of an audience of staff, families 
and fellow students from across West Kent is no 
small feat, but both boys rose to the challenge with 
confidence, maturity and eloquence.

The competition was fiercely contested, with 
students delivering speeches on a range of 
thought-provoking topics including freedom, 
mental health and women’s rights. Josh and Noah 
impressed both the audience and the judging 
panel with the depth of their research, the quality 
of their reasoning and the confidence with which 
they communicated their ideas.

Taking part in events like this provides invaluable 
opportunities for students to develop their public 
speaking skills, think critically about important 
issues and represent the school beyond the 
classroom. Josh and Noah did exactly that, acting 
as excellent ambassadors for Oakwood Park 
Grammar School throughout the day.

Congratulations to both students on a fantastic 
achievement—we are incredibly proud of how 
they represented the school and embraced such a 
rewarding opportunity.



Leo Trandaburu 
Excels on the 

International Stage
Congratulations to Leo Trandaburu, 
who has recently enjoyed remarkable 
success in international gymnastics 
competition.

Competing in Romania last week, Leo delivered 
an outstanding performance to finish 2nd overall, 
an exceptional achievement against a strong field 
of competitors. His impressive result has secured 
qualification for the next round of the Romanian 
National Championships, which will take place in 
October.

In further recognition of his talent and potential, the 
Romanian Gymnastics Federation has expressed 
an interest in Leo representing Romania in future 
international competitions – a tremendous honour 

and testament to the hard work, dedication and 
commitment he has shown to his sport.

Everyone at Oakwood Park Grammar School 
is immensely proud of Leo’s achievements and 
wishes him every success as he prepares for the 
National Championships later this year.

Congratulations, Leo!



Athletics Report 2026
The 2026 athletics season was 
significantly impacted by the persistent 
rain at the end of Term 5, something that 
seems hard to imagine given the recent 
heatwave conditions. Unfortunately, the 
weather meant that only one qualifying 
event could be held for each year group 
before the District Finals Day.

Year 9 & Year 10 Qualifying Events

The Year 9 and Year 10 squads competed first, with 
both year groups producing strong performances 
and continuing the success built during the 2025 
season.

The Year 9 squad dominated the afternoon, winning 
six of the nine events. Standout performances 
included Joe C in the Long Jump, Hudson E in the 
Shot Put, and Zach W in the 1500m. Zach also 
produced an outstanding performance by finishing 
second in the 800m immediately before returning to 
win the 1500m. These results placed the Year 9 boys 
in first place heading into Finals Day with a healthy 
19-point lead over SST and Lenham.

Year 10 also continued their impressive form from 
last summer. The squad achieved third place or 
higher in five events, with notable performances 
from Ethan B, who won the 400m, Olajide A, who 
finished second in the 200m, and the relay team, 
who secured a closely fought second place. These 
performances saw Year 10 enter the District Finals 
in second place overall.

Year 8 & Year 7 Qualifying Events

The Year 8 squad did not quite match the success of 
the previous season, finishing fifth in the qualifying 
event. They knew they would need to raise their 
performances considerably if they were to challenge 
for a podium finish at the District Finals.

For many of the Year 7 athletes, this was their first 
experience of district athletics, and they rose brilliantly 
to the occasion. The students organised themselves 
superbly and claimed first place in every track event 
except the 1500m, demonstrating their strength 
across the sprint and middle-distance events. They 
entered Finals Day with a commanding 11-point lead 
over their nearest rivals.



District Finals Day

Finals Day arrived with all 14 schools and their four 
squads gathered on the OPGS fields, creating a 
fantastic atmosphere. With every athlete eager to 
perform, the stage was set to discover who would 
take home the district trophies.

Year 7

The Year 7 competition developed into a thrilling 
contest with Maidstone Grammar School. Although 
they were not quite as dominant on the track as 
in the qualifying event, outstanding performances 
from Brandon G (100m), Orin L (200m and Long 
Jump), Gus S (800m), and the relay team ensured 
they maintained their advantage. The boys held on 
to claim the district title by just two points, securing 
OPGS’s first trophy of the day.

Year 8

Year 8 again found the competition challenging. 
A number of athletes were unable to produce the 
performances they were capable of, and despite their 
best efforts the squad finished fifth overall. There 
were still some excellent individual performances, 
with Hamish R winning the 100m and Thomas J 
finishing third in the 1500m. Although disappointed, 
the squad knows it can improve and is already 
looking forward to next season.

Year 9

The Year 9 squad continued their dominance despite 
a determined challenge from Maidstone Grammar. 
Victories in the 200m by Elijah O and both the 800m 
and 1500m by Zach W—who once again impressively 
completed the two races back-to-back—proved 

decisive. Additional second-place finishes from Finn 
W in the Javelin and the relay team of Leo, Elijah, 
Dexter and Duarte helped extend their lead, with 
the boys eventually finishing nearly 40 points clear 
of second place. It was an outstanding performance 
from an exceptionally strong squad and earned 
OPGS its second district trophy of the day.

Year 10

The Year 10 team faced the difficult challenge of 
overturning a deficit of almost 20 points. Tactical 
changes to event selections allowed the squad 
to close the gap, but Maidstone Grammar proved 
slightly more clinical, consistently converting events 
into first and second-place finishes.

Strong performances came from Olajide A in the 
200m, Ethan B in the 400m, Ronnie C in the Long 
Jump, and the relay quartet of Ralph, Kevwe, Isaac 
and Olajide. Their efforts ensured the gap remained 
close throughout the afternoon, and the boys finished 
as clear runners-up, completing another highly 
successful season for the squad.

A Season to Celebrate

Despite an interrupted build-up due to poor 
weather, the OPGS athletics squads demonstrated 
outstanding commitment, resilience and team spirit 
throughout the season. Winning two district titles, 
securing a further runners-up finish, and producing 
numerous individual event victories is a tremendous 
achievement.

Congratulations to every athlete who represented 
OPGS this season. Their dedication, sportsmanship 
and determination made it another memorable year 
for athletics, and we look forward to building on this 
success in 2027.



Material Culture at Maid-
stone Museum

Ms Rose led a session for Year 12 
A-Level History students at Maidstone 
Museum looking at material culture 
and how we decide which items are 
preserved and displayed in public 
spaces. After a preparation session in 
school, students were able to select 
items, ranging from a Rhinoceros skull 
to a portrait of Barbara Villiers (one 
of Charles II’s mistresses) and could 
explain the item, its context and the 
way it had been displayed. 

Students then spoke with Erika Balban from the 
Museum to learn about the new local history galleries 
and how they had been designed, including the new 
case about witchcraft linked to Penenden Heath. It 
was fantastic to see our students collaborating and 
speaking so confidently together. Thank you to Ms 
Rose for giving them this opportunity. 



Moon Rocks at OPGS
Students in Years 7 to 9 have enjoyed 
the unique opportunity to study genuine 
meteorites and lunar samples after the 
department successfully borrowed the 
Borrow the Moon collection from UK 
Research and Innovation.

Throughout the week students have had the 
opportunity to examine authentic meteorites 
alongside real lunar material collected during the 
Apollo missions, learning about the formation of 
the Solar System, the geology of the Moon and the 
history of space exploration. from the Moon made me feel lucky and curious 

knowing it had travelled so far to reach Earth. The 
Apollo mission meant a lot to me because it shows 
how determination and teamwork can achieve 
incredible things and what might happen next for us.

Tristan Kemp Year 8

It has been a fantastic opportunity to bring planetary 
science to life and to allow students to study 
specimens that are rarely available outside museums 
and universities.

I found the experience inspiring and slightly surreal, 
as it felt amazing to be so close to something from 
space. The rocks are important because they help 
scientists understand how the Moon was formed and 
how it has changed over time. Seeing real material 



First of all, thank you for the lovely experience, it was 
amazing getting to see actual lunar rocks. The moon 
rocks are important because they aren’t just rocks 
from earth, they come from actual outer space and 
show our evolution as a species. It felt surreal to see, 
hold and feel something that was not made on earth 
and was collected by astronauts from space. The 
Apollo missions mean a lot to me as I am fascinated 
about space and getting to hold something that came 
from a space mission is an experience I will never 
forget. Thank you!

Fraser O’Neal Year 8

These rocks are important is it shows how our life 
is much larger the just our Earth as the universe 
expands infinitely and we’ve only been to the moon 
in person. The Apollo mission to me was a step 
towards a greater future as our technology advances 
and soon we will be able to reach even other planets 
or leave the solar system entirely.

Thomas Staple Year 8



Year 10 Work
Experience Week 

On Monday 22 June, Year 10 students 
ventured into the world of work to undertake 
a week-long placement. 

Students were kindly hosted by employers in a wide 
range of sectors from engineering and healthcare to 
finance and construction. Feedback from employers was 
excellent with many stating that the students were a real 
credit to themselves and the school. Hear what some 
of the Y10s our students though about their opportunity 
below:

“For my work experience week, I worked at XPS Group in 
their London office, right by Charing Cross at 11 Strand. 
Heading into such a busy, historic part of London every 
day was an incredible experience, and it really made 
me feel like part of the morning commute. On my first 
day, I had my induction and I did some shadowing of 
the admin team to see the different roles within pension 
management. By the last day of my work experience, I 
had a virtual interview which from feedback, went well. I 
was able to build a stronger knowledge of finance.

XPS Group is a major pension consulting business and 
seeing how a professional corporate office works from 
the inside was fascinating. The area around the office 

was always buzzing, which matched the energetic pace 
inside the building. Everyone was incredibly welcoming, 
and I got a view on how experts manage and advise on 
large-scale pension schemes.

During the week, I picked up some great practical skills. 
Working in the pensions sector required a lot of attention 
to detail, so I focused on sharpening my data analysis, 
problem-solving, and office communication skills. 
Learning how to navigate a corporate environment and 
seeing how teams collaborate to solve some financial 
tasks has given me a lot more confidence for the future. 
It was a very enjoyable experience, and I hope to come 
back here for Year 12.” Darren – XPS Group

“When we first arrived at CBS, it felt like a stereotypical 
office, people at their desks, though most were at home 
due to heat, and doing the same 9-5 job daily. However, 
as time went on, we realised that the workplace was 
much more than that, it was full of interesting characters, 
all of which had their own special unique skill set and 
personalities! By the end, we had talked to a dozen 
people, but it certainly was not a forgettable experience, 
it was one that helped us learn both about the skills 
required and the nature of a workplace” – Kiyan and 
Daniel - Cantium Business Solutions



Year 13 Prom 
To celebrate all they have achieved 
during their school career at OPGS, 
the Class of 26 were thrilled to have 
the opportunity to get dressed up and 
dance the night away at their leaver’s 
ball. 

Not content with Maidstone venues, this year’s 
Prom was held at Bradbourne House in East 
Malling. Established in 1590, Bradbourne House 
boasts of being Kent’s luxury, exclusive use venue 
located in the heart of the countryside. Surrounded 
by 20 acres of beautiful parkland and an abundance 
of history, the estate holds its original character 
with elegant interiors, a tranquil lake, waterfall and 
thriving grounds. From the striking teal and gold 
walls in the Great Hall to the spectacular ornate 
ceiling in the Drawing Room, there are many 
beautiful backgrounds perfect for those end of year 
pics. 
The Year 13 Prom was a memorable celebration, 
marking the end of an important chapter and the 
beginning of exciting new opportunities. It was a 
wonderful evening filled with laughter, friendship, 
and lasting memories that reflected the strong bonds 
built throughout the years. As our Year 13 students 

move on to the next stage of their journeys, we wish 
them every success and happiness in the future. 
They will always remain a valued part of our school 
community, and we look forward to hearing about 
all their future achievements, starting with Results 
Day in the Summer!



Wildwood Trip 
Our Year 12 Biology students have also 
enjoyed a fantastic day at Wildwood as 
part of their A Level Ecology studies. 
During the visit, students explored the 
park’s native wildlife whilst developing 
practical ecological fieldwork skills.  

They completed biodiversity surveys in coppiced 
woodland, carried out capture-mark-release-
recapture investigations using woodlice to estimate 
population size and learned about the methods 
used by ecologists to safely trap and monitor small 
mammals for conservation research. 

The visit provided an excellent opportunity to 
apply ecological sampling techniques studied in 
the classroom to real fieldwork, whilst gaining a 
greater appreciation of the UK’s native wildlife and 
conservation efforts.



Maidstone Climate
Action Network 

On the 21st May a group of year 9 and 
10 Oakwood Park students engaged 
with Maidstone Climate Action Network 
(CAN) for the school’s Volunteering 
Day.  

The students started the day being introduced to 
the Maidstone Climate Action Network and the 
project they would be taking part in and why their 
feedback was important. The students were testing 
and gathering data for a new programme the group 
was developing to help people engage with nature. 
Research that had been recently completed had 
shown that there had been a massive drop in nature 
awareness among young people and that this had 
correlation with drops in wellbeing. The group is 
developing a programme that would help people 
engage more with nature by recording photographs 
and sounds of nature with small descriptions of 
what they had seen. When people record a piece of 
‘Eco Data they also must record how this image or 
sound affected their emotions. They are then given 
a score of how interesting their piece of ‘Eco Data’ 

is encouraging them to find more interesting pieces 
of nature.  The program then records and geotags 
the data allowing the programme to track the 
discovered piece nature and the emotional impact 
the place is having, Students spent time recording 
nature in set locations, trying to increase their scores 
and honestly record their emotions. After they had 
completed the task, they shared their findings with 
the group so that the programmers could further 
develop the softwre. As the day continued students 
learnt how the programme worked and its use of 
AI. The students in the afternoon continued to test 
the app giving feedback on how the programme 
worked and how it could be developed in the future. 
Some students continued to try and capture the 
best images thinking artistically about what they 
were trying to capture, while others tried hacking 
the algorithm, exploring the AI’s program and 
what it considered to be valuable. The Maidstone 
Climate Action Network, were very impressed with 
the student’s engagement with the project and the 
feedback they received helping them to further 
develop their software.



Volunteering Day 
Thursday 21st May was our 9th annual 
Volunteering Day, meaning that our 
students have committed roughly 
20,000 hours to the local community 
since its inception. 

We are deeply proud of OPGS students and the 
work they do on these days; whether they’ve spent 
the day supporting the local church, litter picking, 
working in a primary school or tree conservation 
work, they have represented themselves, their 
school and families wonderfully. 
One of the reasons why volunteering day is one of 
my favourite days of the academic year is because 
everyone in the OPGS community comes together. 
It truly embodies our ethos of strive and serve.
This is what makes OPGS an outstanding and exciting 
environment for young people to develop into well-
rounded individuals. Volunteering Day provides our 
students with these unique opportunities, helping 
them to develop among other things; team work, 
resilience , a sense of community, communication, 
wellbeing and respect.

Well done, everyone. #striveandserve 







Year 12 Talk
for Work 

Talk for Work is a targeted intervention 
from Speech & Language UK which aims 
to develop students’ communication 
skills in preparation for the workplace. 

A group of Year 12 students recently completed this 
programme where they learned and practised the 
communication skills that support ‘soft’ employability 
skills such as team working, time management and 
problem-solving. They worked towards co-delivering 
a successful workshop about communication skills 
to an audience of staff in school. 
“Since it was a small group, not only was it 
manageable and tight knit, but it also allowed a 
comfortable space for teamwork and problem 
solving with staff providing their own examples 
of experiencing complications of communication 
barriers into the conversation to give us a better 
idea of how these obstacles can occur and ways it 
can be resolved. By the time my group had led the 
workshop to the staff, we had already established 
a plan of each person’s role and carrying out the 
same lessons our group did. The Talk for Work 

programme was very helpful in learning the nuances 
of workplace communication but also being able to 
practise these soft skills in a supportive learning 
environment.” – Esther



Sports Day 2026 Report
Friday 10th July 

On Friday 10th July the annual OPGS 
Sports Day took place in glorious 
summer sunshine, providing the 
perfect setting for one of the highlights 
of the school calendar.  

The event marked the culmination of the school 
enrichment programme to determine the overall 
OPGS House Shield winners for 2025/26. School 
houses also competed for the prestigious Sports 
Day Cup and the overall House Sports Shield, 
which combines performances across all sporting 
competitions throughout the academic year. 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 competed in 
a vast range of track and field disciplines alongside 
a wide variety of sporting events including tug of 
war, spartan warrior, netball, basketball, 5-a-side 
football, boccia, rowing, darts, speed chess and 
many more. As always, Sports Day offered every 
student the opportunity to contribute to their house 
and showcase their talents.
The day began early with Heads of House and PE 
staff preparing the athletics field and sports facilities 
ready for competition. The PE Gym, hardcourt area 
and St Augustine’s Sports Hall were once again 
transformed to host the Year 12 basketball, netball 

and 5-a-side football tournaments. Students arrived 
full of enthusiasm to the sound of music and drums 
as another incredible Sports Day atmosphere 
quickly developed. Following an introduction from 
Mr Raye, competition got underway as the five 
houses looked to claim one of the most sought-after 
trophies of the school year. After Sadler’s narrow 
victory in 2025, the question was whether they 
could retain the Sports Day Cup or if one of their 
rivals would rise to the challenge.



Sports Day 2026 
Cont... 

Throughout the morning, students produced an 
exceptional standard of performances across every 
event. The athletics competition was particularly 
memorable, with eight new OPGS Sports Day 
records being established across Years 7 to 10, 
a remarkable achievement and testament to the 
quality of competition on display.

Many congratulations to our new school record 
holders who were:
•	 Brian Ezeibe (Year 7) – 200m: 29.82 seconds 
(previous record: 29.89 seconds)
•	 Oisin Doherty (Year 7) – 300m: 47.93 
seconds (previous record: 49.87 seconds)
•	 Hamish Ran Patabedige (Year 8) – 200m: 
25.72 seconds (previous record: 26.50 seconds)
•	 Shemi Eniola-Ogunlende (Year 8) – 300m: 
44.08 seconds (previous record: 44.23 seconds)
•	 Dylan Waite (Year 9) – 100m: 12.84 seconds 
(previous record: 13.25 seconds)
•	 Zach Ward (Year 9) – 1500m: 4 minutes 
43.00 seconds (previous record: 4 minutes 58.00 
seconds)
•	 Elijah Oomar (Year 9) – 200m: 24.21 seconds 
(previous record: 24.64 seconds)
•	 Orovwigho Makelemi (Year 10) – 400m: 
58.43 seconds (previous record: 58.66 seconds)

As always, the day was about far more than 
winning medals and breaking records. Students 
displayed outstanding determination, resilience 

and sportsmanship throughout the competition, 
encouraging teammates and applauding opponents 
in equal measure. The atmosphere around the 
track and field events was superb, with every house 
generating tremendous support for their competitors 
and helping to create an unforgettable occasion.
One of the highlights of the morning once again 
came in the 4×100m relay races. With students and 
staff lining the finishing straight to cheer on every 
runner, the relays produced some of the loudest and 
most exciting moments of the day. The pressure 
of performing in front of the entire school brought 
out the very best in each team, with impressive 
teamwork and baton exchanges helping to decide 
valuable house points.
Following the morning programme, the competition 
remained closely fought before students enjoyed a 
well-earned lunch break. The afternoon programme 
saw Years 7 to 10 compete in the ever-popular 
rowing and penalty shootout competitions, while 
Year 12 students once again took part in their darts 
competition. The rowing events produced several 
thrilling finishes, with individual and team races 
often decided by only a few strokes. Meanwhile, 
the penalty shootout once again proved hugely 
entertaining, with staff goalkeepers producing 
several spectacular saves to deny students 
vital points for their houses. The Year 12 darts 
competition also attracted an enthusiastic crowd 
and continued to be a fantastic addition to the 
Sports Day programme.



Sports Day 2026 
Cont... 

As the final events concluded, anticipation grew 
ahead of the presentation ceremony. Students 
and staff assembled on the field as scores were 
confirmed and the winning houses announced.

For the third consecutive year, Sadler House was 
crowned Sports Day Cup Champions, producing a 
consistently outstanding performance across every 
year group to finish on 691.5 points. Wilberforce 
finished in second place with 637.5 points, closely 
followed by Broughton on 627 points, while Fisher 
accumulated 590 points and Hazlitt finished on 517 
points.
The announcement of the overall House Sports 
Shield produced further celebrations as Sadler 
House completed an outstanding double, finishing 
on 1,300 points across all sporting competitions 
during the academic year. Broughton secured an 
impressive second place with 1,260 points, ahead 
of Hazlitt (1,040 points), Fisher (940 points) and 
Wilberforce (860 points).

The final overall House Championship standings, 
combining Sports Day and all enrichment 
competitions throughout the year, saw Sadler 
House crowned overall champions with 1,991.5 
points. Broughton finished runners-up on 1,887 
points, while Hazlitt (1,557 points), Fisher (1,530 
points) and Wilberforce (1,497.5 points) completed 
the standings.

A huge thank you goes to all the staff, students and 
volunteers who helped make Sports Day 2026 such 
an enjoyable and successful event. The standard 
of competition, outstanding sportsmanship and 
fantastic house spirit were evident throughout the 
day, and the eight new school records demonstrated 
the exceptional talent within OPGS. 
Congratulations to Sadler House on an outstanding 
achievement in winning both the Sports Day Cup 
and the House Sports Shield, and well done to every 
student who represented their house with pride. We 
now look forward to another exciting year of house 
competition beginning this September.



Sports Day 2026 
Cont... 











Spanish Trip to
Cantabria  

On Monday 13th July, OPGS students 
departed for their trip to Cantabria.

On their first day of travel, students were immediately 
immersed in the culture with a living museum; 
travelling from UK to Santillana del Mar via visiting 
the Guggenheim Museum. This medieval village 
developed around the Santa Juliana collegiate 
church. Its cobblestone streets, Renaissance 
palaces, and flower-draped stone houses look 
exactly as they did centuries ago. 
Tuesday will be when the students get to explore 
more of their locality with a visit to Santander 
and the Maritime Museum and the Magdalena 
Peninsula. The Cantabrian Maritime Museum 
explores the relationship between humans and the 
sea. With its extensive marine biology displays, 
Cantabrian fishing history, and an impressive multi-
level aquarium; the exhibition space spans over 
3,000 square meters spanning four floors. The 
students then get to explore a stunning 24.5 hectare 
public park in Santander, Spain. At its peak sits 
the majestic Palacio de la Magdalena, the former 
summer residence of King Alfonso XIII and Queen 
Victoria Eugenia. The grounds feature spectacular 
coastal cliffs, beaches, and a small marine zoo. 

The itinerary for Wednesday includes visiting 
Cabárceno: a naturalized space reclaimed from 750 
hectares of a former open pit mine to the primitive 
beauty of the karst landscape. Students will be able 
to witness the stunning wildlife first-hand with the 
sea lion and birds of prey displays. 
Thursday is dedicated to soaking up some more of 
the cultural highlights with the Torrelavega market 
and the caves of Altamira. The market is the largest 
street market in the city, with 273 outdoor stalls 
selling fresh fruit, vegetables, meat and poultry, fish 
and seafood, and clothing. The caves of Altamira 
offer 17 decorated caves of the Paleolithic age. The 
cave art in the Cave of Altamira was discovered in 
1879 by Marcelino Sanz de Sautuola. They show 
how cave art developed across Europe, from the 
Urals to the Iberian Peninusula, from 35,000 to 
11,000 BC. Because of their deep galleries, isolated 
from external climatic influences, these caves are 
particularly well preserved. The caves are inscribed 
as masterpieces of creative genius and as the 
humanity’s earliest accomplished art. They are also 
inscribed as exceptional testimonies to a cultural 
tradition. As such, Altamira is described as the 
Royal Academy of Rock Art.



100 Years of Attenborough
Eco House Competition

Year 9 students have completed the 
100 Years of Attenborough Eco House 
Competition, celebrating Sir David 
Attenborough’s 100th birthday by 
designing sustainable family homes 
for the future.  

Students were challenged to apply their 
understanding of environmental science, 
considering renewable energy, biodiversity, water 
management, sustainable construction and low-
carbon living whilst explaining the scientific thinking 
behind their designs. The standard of entries 
was extremely high and the panel of judges were 
impressed by both the creativity and scientific 
understanding demonstrated.

Congratulations to the prize winners:

1st– Javin Prabu (Broughton)
2nd– Freddie Palmer (Hazlitt)
3rd– Elijah Oomar and Lucas Burfutt (Fisher)
4th– Francesco Lombardi (Wilberforce)
5th– Harrison Smith, John Clayton and Charlie 
Manning (Sadler)



School of Rock
Summer Production 

On Thursday 9th July, students at 
Oakwood Park Grammar School 
performed an outstanding production 
of “School of Rock”. 

The show follows the story of Dewey Finn, a 
hyperactive, down-on-his-luck guitarist who is 
kicked out of his band. Desperate for rent, he 
impersonates his roommate to land a substitute 
teaching job at a prestigious prep school. He 
secretly turns his straight-A fifth-graders into a rock 
band to win the local Battle of the Bands. Based on 
the hit 2003 film, the stage musical features music 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
Performed by talented Year 7 to Year 10 students, 
the cast brought an impressive energy to their roles, 
to rival that of Jack Black from the film version. His 
character, a slobbish, wannabe rock god desperate 
to win in the local competition. But, when he 
discovers his students are musical prodigies in 
classical instruments, Dewey drops the curriculum 
and forms a rock band, teaching them rebellion and 
the joy of rock-and-roll.
An outstanding performance and well done to 
everyone involved in the show.





Year 7 and 8 Physics
Olympiad Winners 

We have received the results of this 
year’s British Physics Olympiad Year 
7/8 Online Physics Challenge, and our 
students have performed exceptionally 
well.

Year 7 students achieved an outstanding 10 Gold 
Awards and 16 Silver Awards, whilst Year 8 students 
achieved an incredible 20 Gold Awards and 4 Silver 
Awards.

Congratulations to the following Year 7 Gold Award 
winners:

Toby Stott
Theo Rice

Vinnie Phillips
Samuel Powis
Ethan Omonua

Orin Lake
James Ennis
Luka Ewing

Franklin Done

Congratulations also to our 
Year 8 Gold Award winners:

Toby Jewell
Marcus Yu

Thomas Staple
Ozan Toraman

Regan Thornton
Adam Nowakowski

Ryan Nisbet
Marcel Magda

Ian Leat
Thomas Jane
Joey French

George Hulbert
Reuben Horner

Daniel Erharhine
Albie Curtis

Hamza Alsam Avram
Liam Burkimsher

Sedat Baran
Vinuka Abeykoon

Reuben Ansell



Physics Challenge
Success!  

A huge well done to our Year 10 
students who recently took part in the 
Institute of Physics Year 10 Physics 
Challenge. 

The competition is designed to stretch students 
beyond the GCSE curriculum, rewarding problem 
solving, logical thinking and a deeper understanding 
of physics.

Our students achieved an incredible set of results:

🥇 10 Gold Awards
🥈 16 Silver Awards
🥉 1  Bronze Award

Special congratulations to Jack Hammick, who 
achieved the highest score in our year group with 
an amazing score of 84%.

These results are a fantastic reflection of the talent, 
dedication and enthusiasm of our students. We are 
incredibly proud of everyone who took part.

Thank you to Mr Lindsay for organising the 
competition and supporting our students throughout.

#PhysicsChallenge #InstituteOfPhysics 
#OPGSScience #ScienceSuccess #STEM 
#Physics #ProudToBeOPGS



Paris Trip
by Max Patton (JLS) Head student 

In June, a mix of year 12 students 
studying Art and French had the 
exciting opportunity to spend three 
days exploring the French capital.

Travelling by Eurostar from London to Paris, the trip 
gave us the chance to experience French culture 
and visit world-famous landmarks. 
After arriving in Paris, we checked into our 
accommodation before heading out to explore the 
city. We enjoyed a relaxing walk along the banks 
of the River Seine, taking in the beautiful scenery 
and impressive Parisienne architecture. We also 
visited the iconic Notre-Dame Cathedral, where we 
had the chance to admire its magnificent Gothic 
design whilst it was lit up under the setting sun. The 
evening ended with a traditional French meal at 
Bouillon République, giving everyone a taste of the 
local cuisine.   
Our second day was packed with sightseeing. We 
started with a Bateaux-Mouches river cruise along 
the Seine, which offered fantastic views of many 
of Paris’ most famous landmarks from the water. 
Afterwards, we spent time in the peaceful Jardin 
des Tuileries before making our way to the Louvre 

Museum. After navigating the never ending maze of 
a museum, we were able to see masterpieces such 
as the Mona Lisa in person which was a highlight 
for many of us. Later in the afternoon, we walked 
along the famous Champs-Élysées before stopping 
at the Arc de Triomphe for photos. After a busy day 
of exploring, we enjoyed another delicious meal 
together in Café Concorde. A set menu of French 
onion soup, Chicken in white sauce and a caramel 
crepe.  
On our final day, we visited the lively Latin Quarter, 
where we had time to explore the streets, browse 
the local shops and enjoy lunch. The highlight of the 
trip came later when we climbed to the second floor 
of the Eiffel Tower. The breathtaking views across 
Paris provided the perfect opportunity for photos 
and a memorable end to our visit. That evening, we 
returned to Gare du Nord and boarded the Eurostar 
back to London, arriving home tired but with many 
new memories.  
The Paris trip was an unforgettable experience 
that allowed us to experience a different culture, 
practise our French language skills and learn more 
about the city’s rich history.  

Louie Butler AED
Paris was genuinely an amazing experience for 
me. When the idea was first announced I was 
immediately excited. And the trip lived up to all my 
expectations. We were able to do so much in the 
three days we were there. We visited places like 
Notre-dame, The Louvre and of course the Eiffel 
tower. We were even lucky enough to climb up it. 
It was obvious a lot of care was put into the trip as 
all the activities we did and restaurants, we went 
to were carefully planned out. The best part for me 
was the Eiffel tower. Seeing unforgettable views 
and angles of Paris that we otherwise wouldn’t have 
seen was the highlight for me.



Orienteering Success
for OPGS Students 

Congratulations to Joseph Embleton 
and Ahmed Kerim Mollarecep, who 
have achieved outstanding success in 
this year’s Kent Orienteering League, 
helping Oakwood Park Grammar 
School secure the Kent Secondary 
Schools Cup.

Despite representing different orienteering clubs 
outside of school, the combined performances of 
Joseph and Ahmed throughout the season proved 
enough to earn OPGS the prestigious team title. 
Joseph finished an impressive 3rd overall in the 
league standings, while Ahmed secured an excellent 
4th place, with their combined scores ensuring that 
Oakwood Park Grammar School were crowned 
county champions.
The boys have also continued to excel beyond 
the county competition. Both students recently 

competed in the European City Race Tour held 
in extremely warm conditions in Canterbury. 
Competing in the Under 14 age group, Ahmed 
produced another series of strong performances, 
while Joseph enjoyed a particularly successful 
weekend in the Under 12 Junior Boys category, 
recording two first-place finishes and two second-
place finishes to win the overall competition.
Winning the Kent Secondary Schools Cup is a 
fantastic achievement and reflects the dedication, 
commitment and talent shown by both students 
throughout the season. Everyone at Oakwood Park 
Grammar School is immensely proud of Joseph and 
Ahmed and congratulates them on their excellent 
achievements.
The challenge now will be to defend the trophy next 
year, something both boys will no doubt be eager 
to do!



New Designers’
Exhibition 2026

On Wednesday 8th July from 4-6pm, 
OPGS hosted this year’s New 
Designers’ Exhibition. Our annual 
Designers’ Exhibition is a vibrant 
celebration of the creativity, dedication 
and outstanding achievements of our 
students across Art, Graphics, Design 
& Technology and Media Studies. 

The exhibition showcased an exceptional collection 
of work from Year 11 to Year 13, highlighting the 
imagination, technical skill and originality developed 
throughout their GCSE and A Level courses. From 
striking visual art and innovative product design 
to thought-provoking media projects and graphic 
communication, each piece reflected the passion 
and commitment our students have invested in their 
creative journey.
The exhibition embodied our school values as 
the students continually strive to develop their 
ideas, refine their skills and challenge themselves 
creatively. Their commitment to excellence is 
evident in the quality and ambition of the work on 
display, while sharing their achievements with the 
wider school community allows them to serve as 
an inspiration to younger students considering their 
own creative pathways.
Visitors were invited to explore the diverse range 
of exhibits and vote for their favourite pieces, 
recognising the exceptional talent and hard work 
of our young designers, artists and media creators. 
The exhibition was a wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate not only the finished outcomes, but also 
the resilience, innovation and creative thinking that 
underpin every project.
Congratulations to all of our students for producing 
such an inspiring exhibition. Their work is a 
testament to their talent, perseverance and the 
exciting future that awaits them in the creative 
industries and beyond.

A huge well done to the students below for gaining 
the most votes in each category:

Year 11 Art and Design - Pade Olabode		

Year 12 Art and Design - Joint Lina Amarzouk and 
Benjamin Sargent

Year 13 Art and Design - Amy Wraight		

Year 11 Design and Technology- Joint Samuel Body 
and Michael Dyason

Year 13 Design and Technology - Robert Hare	

Year 11 Graphics - Ben Prior				  
			 
Year 13 Graphics - Luke W Allen			

Year 11 Media Studies - Nathan Parsons		
	
Year 13 Media Studies - Joint Flora Gillies and Izzy 
Monksfield



New Designers’
Exhibition 2026


