
 

 

 

16-19  BURSARY STATEMENT 

Introduction 
 
The 16-19 Bursary Fund provides financial support for sixth form students and is 
administered by the school. The amount of funding available for each school to distribute 
through the bursary funding has been determined by the government. 
The purpose of the Bursary Fund is to provide financial support to help students overcome 
specific barriers to participation so that they can remain in education. 

1 Eligibility 
 
To be eligible to receive a bursary a student: 

 must be under 19 on the 31st August in the academic year in which she/he starts the 
programme of study 

 must satisfy Young People’s Learning Agency residency criteria. 
 
2 Application Process 

Applications can be made throughout the academic year, but the amount that will be paid 
will be dependent upon the number of applications for assistance received and the size of 
the bursary fund allocated to the school by the ESFA. 

Application forms are available from the school website. 

3 Levels of Bursary 

There are 2 categories of Bursary: 

Category 1 - Vulnerable Learner Bursary 

Students who are identified as below may be eligible for a bursary of up to £1200 per year 
 Students in care 
 Care givers 
 Students on income support 
 Disabled students who receive employment support allowance and disability living 

allowance 
 

Category 2 – Discretionary Bursary 

The school is able to use its discretion to make awards to students in ways that best suit 
their individual needs and circumstances. Bursary awards are targeted towards those 



students who face financial barriers to participation in education; such as the costs of 
transport, meals, books, equipment and extraordinary course fees. 
 
The school has agreed a set of priorities to identify students eligible to receive assistance 
through the discretionary bursary scheme in the following categories: 
 

 Students who are eligible to receive a free school meal. 
 Students facing financial barriers to participation in Post 16 educational activities can 

receive support tailored to individual needs. Appropriate evidence would be 
required and would usually be in the form of proof of household income or benefit 
payment. 

 Students who have been affected by a sudden, exceptional change in financial 
circumstances. 

 Number of dependent children in the household. 
 
4 Support the Bursary can provide  
 
Trips: 
The bursary can be used to support students to attend school trips and will cover the cost 
up to a maximum of £500 per annum. 

Travel: 
The bursary can support travel costs to a maximum of £600.  If a student requires a 16+ 
Travel card the Finance Office where possible will purchase on the students behalf or 
reimburse the cost. 

Books/Resources: 
The bursary can support books and resources to a maximum of £200.  Where possible OPGS 
will purchase on the students behalf or reimburse the cost. 
 
University interviews, open days, UCAS registration fees: 
The bursary will pay travel allowance for a maximum of 5 domestic university 
interviews/open days. 
 
Meals: 
The bursary can pay for the equivalent of a Free School Meal from the school catering 
provider. 
 
Laptop Purchase 
The bursary can contribute up to £200 towards laptop purchases.  Additionally there are 
laptops that can be loaned to students during year 12 and year 13. 
 
Other related costs: 
OPGS will consider other costs on a case by case basis 
 



5 Payments of Bursary 
 
Where possible the payment will be made in kind, on behalf of the student, or refunded into 
the students bank account upon receipts.  
 
6 Appeals/Complaints Procedure 
 
The student has the right to appeal and/or complain to the Head Teacher if they feel the 
case has not been given fair consideration. This must be in writing and the final decision 
rests with the Head Teacher. 


