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Find Your Voice
Learning about vocal skills,

social music-making, 
rhythm and timing

Ukulele Grades
Learning about TAB, lead 
sheets and chords as an 

accompaniment

Just Play
Learning about 
performance 

techniques and 
ensemble skills

Film Music
Learning about 

orchestral 
timbre/sonority, 

leitmotifs, diegetic 
and non diegetic, 
mickey mousing 
and dissonance

Reggae
Learning about 

syncopation 
offbeats, 

textures, hooks 
and riffs

Independent Project
Learning about ensemble 

rehearsal and performance skills, 
and performing cover 

arrangements

Performing Skills 
for GCSE Music

Introducing GCSE 
performance skills and 
starting two years of 
developing solo and 

ensemble pieces

Composition Skills
Learning about and 

completing your first GCSE 
composition (composing to 

your own brief)

Appraising Skills
Throughout year 10 we learn 
about the music theory and 
set works required for your 

appraising examination

Set Brief 
Composition

Using the briefs set by 
the exam board to 

create composition 2

Solo & Ensemble 
Performance Recordings

One solo and one ensemble 
performance will be completed and 

recorded for coursework

Appraising Exam
Throughout year 11 we 

continue with theory and set 
works ready for your exam at 

the end of the course

Recital 
Preparations

Final preparations of 
pieces ready for the 

visiting examiner

Welcome to Music!
Let’s continue to build on the skills we

have worked on in Key Stage 2 together

Theme and Variation
Learning about elements of music, 

variation form, melody/theme, 
countermelody, pedal notes, 
canon/round, retrograde and 

inversion

Key Skills
Learning about effective 

keyboard technique, treble clef 
notation, melody and chords 
(triads) and sharps and flats

Instruments
of the 

Orchestra
Learning 

about timbre 
and sonority, 

string, 
percussion, 
brass and 
woodwind 

instruments 
and  

performing 
as an 

orchestral 
ensemble
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I’ve Got Rhythm
Learning about pulse/beat, 
rhythm grid notation, note 
durations, ostinatos, cyclic 

and polyrhythms and 
simple time signatures

BOTB
Learning about ensemble 

rehearsal skills, 
interpretation and 
performance skills

Blues and Jazz
Learning about the 

12 bar blues, 
extended chords, 
blues scale and 
improvisation

Rock ‘n’ Roll
Learning about genre 

development and cultural 
impact, bass lines, I, vi, IV, V 

chord progressions and 
performing rock ‘n’ roll 

arrangements

Video Game Music
Learning about character 

theme motifs, sound effects, 
jumping basslines, and 

chromaticism 

Instrumental 
Songwriting

Learning about hooks 
and riffs, popular song 
structure, notation and 

lead sheets

Sequencing
Learning about 

sequencing 
parts through 

DAW using 
Soundtrap and 

live 
performance

Bhangra
Learning about fusion 

music, tumbi riff, 
melodic hooks, guitar 

riffs and chaal rhythms

Composition Skills
Learning about

composing skills and how 
to complete your first A 
Level free composition

Solo and Ensemble 
Performance Skills

Exploring skills 
required for solos
and/or ensembles, 

developing skills for 
carrying out a 
performance

Set Work Analysis

Throughout year 12 we 
study one detailed set 

work and one as a generic 
study

Theory and Harmony
Throughout year 12 we learn 
keys, chords, cadences, and 

how to apply them in various 
musical contexts, including 

four-part harmony and 
composition.

Appraising Exam
Throughout year 13 we continue
with theory and further set works
ready for your exam at the end of

the course

Set Brief Composition
Using the briefs set by the

exam board to create
composition 2 in the Western 

Classical Tradition

Appraising Exam
Throughout year 13 we 

continue with theory and
further set works ready for

your exam at the end of the
course

Recital Preparations
Final preparations of pieces 

ready for our visiting examiner

Our OPGS Music 
Learning Journey
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