Year 12 Spanish A Level 
Activities for UCAS and Personal Statement Development
These activities are designed to help you:
· deepen your understanding of Spanish and the Spanish speaking world beyond the specification
· engage with current affairs
· develop independent academic curiosity
· strengthen future UCAS applications and personal statements
The key is not simply to complete activities, but to reflect on them:
· What did you learn?
· What challenged your thinking?
· What questions did it raise?
· Did it change your viewpoint?

1. Recommended reading

· Pick something to read from the Spanish wider reading list: 

Bodas de sangre, Federico García Lorca, 1932 (play)
Como agua para chocolate, Laura Esquivel, 1989 (novel)
Crónica de una muerte anunciada, Gabriel García Márquez, 1981 (novel)
Eva Luna, Isabel Allende, 1987 (novel)
El coronel no tiene quien le escriba, Gabriel García Márquez, 1961 (novel)
El túnel, Ernesto Sábato, 1948 (novel)
Ficciones, Jorge Luis Borges, 1944 (short stories)
La casa de Bernarda Alba, Federico García Lorca, 1936 (play)
La casa de los espíritus, Isabel Allende, 1982 (novel)
Modelos de mujer, Almudena Grandes, 1996 (short stories)
Nada, Carmen Laforet, 1943 (novel)
Primera memoria, Ana María Matute 1959 (novel)
Réquiem por un campesino español, Ramón J. Sender, 1953 (novel)

· There are also many Spanish books available in Maidstone library.
· Explore the British Library catalogue to explore wider reading British Library




2. Recommended films

· Pick something to watch from the Spanish wider film list: 

Diarios de motocicleta, dir. Walter Salles (2004)
El laberinto del fauno, dir. Guillermo del Toro (2006)
La historia oficial, dir. Luis Puenzo (1985)
La lengua de las mariposas, dir. José Luis Cuerda (1999)
La misma luna, dir. Patricia Riggen (2007)
Las 13 rosas, dir. Emilio Martínez-Lázaro (2007)
Machuca, dir. Andrés Wood (2004)
Mar adentro, dir. Alejandro Amenábar (2004)
También la lluvia, dir. Icíar Bollaín (2010)
Todo sobre mi madre, dir. Pedro Almodóvar (1999)
Voces inocentes, dir. Luis Mandoki (2004)
Volver, dir. Pedro Almodóvar (2006)

· There are also many Spanish films/series available on Netflix, Amazon Prime and Channel 4.

2. Podcasts
News and Current Affairs
· BBC Mundo: Clear and reliable coverage of current affairs across Spain, Latin America and the world. Excellent for building topic-specific vocabulary linked to A-level themes. https://www.bbc.com/mundo
· News in Slow Spanish: Level-appropriate news programme designed for Spanish learners. Articles and podcasts are delivered at a slower pace with language support. https://www.newsinslowspanish.com/
· Radio Ambulante: Award-winning podcast featuring real stories from across Latin America. Ideal for advanced listening and cultural awareness. https://radioambulante.org/en
· El País Audio: Podcasts from one of Spain's leading newspapers, covering politics, society, culture and international affairs. El pais audio
· CNN en Español Podcasts: Current affairs and international news presented in authentic Spanish. CNN en Espanol
· DW Español: Short podcasts and reports covering global news, politics, science and society. https://www.dw.com/es/actualidad/s-30684


History
· Memorias de Pez: A highly popular Spanish YouTube channel that explains history, politics and international relations through clear animations and storytelling. Particularly useful for understanding topics such as the Spanish Civil War, Franco's dictatorship, Latin American history, and contemporary geopolitics. https://www.youtube.com/@MemoriasdePez

· Curiosidades de la Historia National Geographic Historia: A podcast series from National Geographic Historia that explores famous historical figures, major events and lesser-known stories from Spain and the wider Hispanic world. Accessible and well-produced for advanced learners. Curiosidades de la Historia 

· SER Historia: One of Spain's most respected history podcasts. Presented as engaging narratives and expert interviews, it covers everything from Ancient Spain and Al-Andalus to the Spanish Empire, the Civil War and modern Spanish society. SER
3. Lectures & Online Courses
UNED Abierta (Universidad Nacional de Educacion a Distancia
Free online lectures and courses from one of Spain's leading universities. Topics include Spanish history, politics, culture, literature and contemporary social issues. UNED
Fundación Juan March Conferencias
A prestigious Spanish cultural institution offering recorded lectures from academics and experts on Spanish history, literature, art and society. Excellent preparation for discussion of cultural topics. Fundacion Juan March Conferencias
Centro Virtual Cervantes
A wealth of educational resources from the Instituto Cervantes, including lectures, articles, videos and cultural materials about Spain and the Hispanic world. Centro Virtual Cervantes
Coursera en Español
Provides access to Spanish-language university courses from institutions such as the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México and Universidad de los Andes. Many courses relate directly to A-level themes such as identity, migration, history and social change. Coursera
 TED en Español
A collection of inspiring talks from experts across the Spanish-speaking world. Topics include education, politics, technology, gender equality, culture and the environment. Ideal for developing listening skills and gathering ideas for speaking exams. TED en Espanol




4. Competitions & Wider Engagement

Essay Competitions

· Kings College London: runs a Spanish Writing Competition specifically aimed at Year 12 and Year 13 Students
              Kings College London
· Trinity College Cambridge:  runs a Spanish Writing Competition, essays can focus on language, literature, culture, film, art or society.

Trinity College Cambridge
Speaking and Media Contests
· Spanish Film Club Competitions (Instituto Cervantes UK): periodically runs film reviews, video projects and cultural competitions linked to Spanish – language cinema. Instituto Cervantes

· Modern Languages Debate Competition: Students get an opportunity to debate current affairs and social issues in Spanish. routes into Languages


